
Spring, 2008

Course Overview

This course will serve as an overview of contemporary photographic methods. We will examine the 
history of photography, explore technical and artistic techniques and utilize those techniques 
throughout the semester. 

I’d like to emphasize the following: while photography is a highly technical field, the primary goal of 
this class is to develop the creative aspect of capturing images. Ideally, the camera, no matter how 
complex, is nothing more than a versatile tool that should enhance your creativity. A family friend who 
teaches photography tells his students to use the automatic mode on their cameras. He himself uses 
rather simple point and shoot cameras to produce photos that sell for thousands. The camera is im-
portant, but the technique the photographer uses to manipulate the camera and the creative ability to 
see something unexpected and extraordinary in the mundane often sets a talented photographer 
apart. 

Fred Jordan
CET 207
Hours:  MWF 1-2; M 3:20-4:15
  T 1-2
fjordan@wju.edu
x2179

Catalog Description

Introduction to the history, aesthetics, and principles of photography with an emphasis on the rheto-
ric of digital photography. Students will explore the history and development of photography and 
learn the principles of composition, lighting, exposure, and special effects. This course requires the 
use of a camera with manual settings. Does not count as a PWR elective but does fulfill the Fine Arts 
core requirement. No prerequisite.

Books and Materials

Access to a working camera. We will discuss some of the different types of cameras during the first 
week of class. If you use a film camera, you should be able to digitize your photos using a scanner. The 
best cameras for the class should have a manual mode; however, most late model digital cameras 
should be sufficient. While it’s preferable that you have a camera, particularly one with manual con-
trols, I understand that this isn’t always financially realistic. Thus, I strongly suggest sharing cameras, 
particularly for assignments that might call for a bit more technical expertise.  

London, Stone and Upton. Photography: The Essential Way. Prentice Hall, 2008.

Patterson. Photography and the Art of Seeing, 3rd ed. Key Porter, 2004.

Assignments

The course is divided into several components: a discussion of the history of photography, an exami-
nation of technical aspects, an exploration of creative techniques and lastly, a discussion of special 
effects i.e. digital editing. 
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There will be a variety of assignments for the course. Weekly assignments will include posting and 
critiquing photographs on flickr. Photography is very much a “hands-on” activity, so frequent activity 
will help you gain more skills.

In addition, there will be several major projects, including a thematic photo essay, an entry in a final 
photographic show and a final portfolio containing a collection of your best work. 

Field Trips/In-Class work

You won’t need to bring your cameras to every class, but as the weather improves, we’re going to have 
several classes outside where we can apply some of what we’re discussing in the classroom. From time 
to time, I’ll lead “photo walks” around the area. These are purely voluntary, of course, but they might 
be helpful and enjoyable. Boots or other appropriate footwear might be appropriate: some of these 
side trips can get a bit rugged. 

Grading

Weekly Assignments:  50% (includes photos, critiques, participation and explanations).

Photo Essay:   20%

Display Piece:   10%

Final Portfolio:   20% 

Plagiarism/Copyright

All photographs should come from the photographer her or himself. Images posted on Flickr should 
have the full EXIF information included (I will explain this in class). Claiming work done by others as 
your own may lead to a failing grade in the class. 

Weekly Schedule

Note that the coursework in this class is divided into major projects and weekly assignments. Each 
weekly assignment should be submitted to me via email, with at least one photo posted on Flickr for 
group comment. You may create anonymous user names for the Flickr group (you will have to let me 
know what your user name is). Please feel free to make comments on the photos posted on Flickr. 
Note that this is not a form of group grading: your gentle despot-in-chief will have that responsibility 
alone.

In addition, each weekly photography assignment should include a brief description of what you were 
trying to accomplish with each shot. Feel free to submit other photographs that may not fit into the 
category of the weekly assignment. Be creative!

   Week 1  1/7 Introductions; suggested equipment; myths.
     1/9 Photography: a history. 
     Assignments:  Reading: London, p 286-305; Low light  
       photo.

 Week 2 1/14  History, Part II
  1/16 Technical Aspects
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  Assignments:  1/14: London, 306-329
    1/16: London, Chapters 1 and 2.
    Submit a photo, discuss what you saw  

  when you took it.

 Week 3 1/23 Technical, Part II
  Assignments:  London, Chapters 3-4

 Week 4 1/28  Composition
  1/30 What makes a photograph a photograph? 
  Assignments: 1/28: Patterson, 8-37, 
    London, Chapter 14
    1/30: Patterson, 38-64
    Take a series of photographs of a 
    subject from a variety of perspectives:
    near, far, up, down, angled. Explain your
    reasoning. Due 1/30, by class-time. 

  Week 5 2/4 Aperture
  2/6 Shutter Speed
  Assignments:  2/4:  Set your camera’s lens to a fixed  

  length and take a series of landscape  
  photos using every available aperture.  
  Set your shutter speed to 1/60th of a  
  second.

    2/6: Play! Try varying your shutter speed 
  and take a series of different shots.   
 Use your imaginations and see what   
 happens!

 Week 6 2/11 Angles, being creative
  2/13 Depth of Field
  Assignments: 2/11: Patterson, 65-104
    2/13: Patterson, 105-144
    Photography: Take a series of landscape 

  photographs using a variety of focal  
  lengths and angles. Due 2/11. 

    Take a series of portraits using different 
  apertures. Due 2/13.

 Week 7 2/18  Portraits
  2/20 Portraits, revisited.
  Assignments: 2/18: London, Chapter 5
    2/20: London, Chapter 11
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    Photography: Based on what you’ve  
  learned using depth of field and 

    aperture, take several portrait shots. You 
  should have one using natural light,  
  one using flash, one candid and one  
  formal. You might also try a full body  
  shot. Due 2/20.

   Week 8  3/3 Telling a story with photos: 
   Documentary Photography
  3/5 Photojournalism
  Assignments: Imagine a story you would like to   

  document: this could be historical, a  
  wedding or special event, a day in your  
  life or another event you could 

    document. Write a brief proposal and  
  explanation of what you wish to do for  
  your photographic essay. Due 3/5.

 Week 9 3/10  Still Life Photography
  3/12  Still Life Photography II
  Assignments:  Photograph an object indoors with   

  an emphasis on lighting and 
    composition. Due 3/10.
    Photograph a scene, emphasizing 
    shadows, mood and texture. Due 3/12.

 Week 10 3/17  Landscape Photography
  3/19  Landscape Photography II
  Assignments: Photo Essay due on 3/19.
    Take a photo of a landscape or cityscape  

  using available light. Try to select the  
  best light to express a mood—early  
  morning and sunset work best. 

    Due 3/17
    Take a nature photo. This can be any  

  natural object. Remember that the 
    emphasis should be on the object as  

  subject. Due 3/19.

 Week 11 3/26  Night Photography
  Assignments: Take several photos. At least one should 

  be taken at “blue hour,” one should  
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  capture light trails, and the third should 
  be later. Due 3/26.

 Week 12 3/31  Black and White Photography
  4/2  More Black and White Photography
  Assignments: You should take several black and white 

  photographs. Play with light, shadow,  
  texture and mood. You might try to 

    capture different subjects: for example,  
  a landscape, a portrait and an action  
  capture. Due 4/2.

 Week 13 4/7  Editing Images
  4/9  Printing Images
  Assignments: Bring several files to class. We will meet 

  in CET 113 during this week. 

 Week 14 4/14  Displaying and Critiquing Photos
  4/16  Sports Photography
  Assignments: Display a photo or photos in the class  

  show. 
    Capture several action photos, due by  

  4/23.

 Week 14 4/21  Portfolio Work
     4/23  Portfolio Work

   Final Portfolio Due 4/30 by 4pm
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