
Spring, 2009

Prerequisites:     English 102
Current Catalog Description: is is a course in the comparative study of the short story and novel. 
Emphasis is on the American and European literary forms.
Class Meeting Times and Location:   10-11:15, Room 1133
Instructor: Fred Jordan
Email:  ordan@ccac.edu
Office:   NC 2012
Availability: T/R 9-9:50
Overview:  
is course involves an examination of the genre of short fiction. rough class discussion and several 
essays, we will examine the role plot, setting, characters, historical elements and a variety of other fac-
tors play in influencing the meaning, structure and composition of the short stories we will read this 
semester. While I will provide background material through short lectures and handouts, the bulk of 
the class will revolve around class discussion. Needless to say, you should come to class ready to discuss 
different aspects of each work. 
Text:  
Pickering, James H. Fiction 100: An Anthology of Short Fiction. 11th Edition. Upper Saddle River, New  
 Jersey: Pearson. 2007.
Course Schedule  
1/13 Introductions, course outline
1/15 Irving: 679, 702
1/20 Hawthorne: 660; Mellville: 986
1/22 Crane: 407; Hardy: 622
1/27 Conrad: 319
1/29 Poe: 1149, 1155
2/3 Doyle: 440; O’Connor: 1124
2/5 James: 720, 741
2/10 Bierce: 132; Cather: 213
2/12 Chekhov: 247, 256  Essay 1 due
2/17 Joyce: 775, 780
2/19 Faulkner: 492, 505
2/24 Gilman: 574; Glaspell: 586
2/26 Dostoevski: 458; Anderson: 20
3/3 Chopin: 268, 273
3/5 Maupassant: 963, 970
3/10 Lawrence: 891, 903
3/12 Ellison: 478; Bellow: 117
3/17 Oates: 1078, 1083
3/19 Clemens: 278, 283
3/24 Tolstoy: 1252; Turgenev: 1296
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3/26 Moore: 1013; Munro: 1043 Essay 2 due
3/31 Steinbeck: 1233; Williams: 1342
4/2 Silko: 1209; Updike: 1312
4/6-4/12 Spring Break
4/14 urber: 1245; Wright: 1354
4/16 King: 824; Walker: 1321
4/21 Bradbury: 178; Keillor: 815
4/23 Barth: 81; Camus: 184
4/28 Bartheleme: 98; Beattie: 112 
4/30 Paper 3 due
Assignments:
ere will be 3 major essays for the class. Essays are based on the text and readings. Grades are based 
on depth, coherence, grammar, unity and support. 
Late assignments will be penalized one full letter grade per calendar day. 
Each essay is worth 25 percent of the final grade. Quizzes and class participation will constitute the 
remaining 25%. 
 ese 5 to 7 page essays require you to examine the themes and ideas expressed in works of your 
choice. For  example, you might write about the theme of materialism in Guy de Maupassant’s “e 
Necklace.”  Such an essay would discuss the role pretensions of class played in Mathilde Loisel’s quest 
for  “advancement,” and the ultimate consequences of her actions. Such an essay would take into ac-
count  the implicit and explicit role that materialism plays in defining a person’s worth in mid to late 
19th  century French society, based on elements contained in de Maupassant’s text.  
 From here, you might proceed by exploring the world set forth in “e Necklace”: how does  the 
text depict the characters, what does it say about social and business practices, etc.  
 Each essay must have a clear, unifying thesis, and ample support for your main argument  (before 
you ask, yes, this is a rather subjective essay, but it is vital that you support your assertions  with textual 
evidence. Properly cited, of course).  
 You may also wish to relate the short story to current events, but remember that your  intention is 
to make an assertion about some aspect of the story’s ultimate message (or related  messages), with 
supporting details. 
 As you write, you should consider the historical context and possible autobiographical  influences 
on the author. How does her imagery shape the text’s discourse? What does it say about  the conditions 
of the characters, the location, or the society as a whole?  
 When you write, you should break the text down into components: language, imagery,  character 
development, etc. But you should also look at the broader scope of things, to look at your  subject as a 
part of a larger dialogue on a given topic (as opposed to the explication, which is an even  more focused 
discussion of a text as an object unto itself ). 
 Avoid using “I,” unless it is contained in a direct quote. Remember to use the present tense  
throughout the essay, and always follow the MLA conventions for citation and bibliography. 
Attendance:
As attendance and participation is essential, you should plan on attending every class. You are limited 
to 4 absences, after which you will lose a full letter grade for every class missed. 
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Academic Integrity 
CCAC’s policies regarding Academic Integrity are described in your student handbook on page 20. 
 I will not tolerate acts of plagiarism, collusion or cheating. Such offenses are corrosive to the ideals 
of academic inquiry and will result in a failing grade for the assignment. A second offense will result in 
a failing grade in the course. I will also refer any instances of academic dishonesty to the administra-
tion. Plagiarism is the deliberate marketing of another's ideas as your own; collusion involves unauthor-
ized collaboration with others resulting in plagiarism. Examples include the following:

• Buying a paper from on online site, having another student write the assignment (collusion), 
copying substantial portions of the essay from the internet, databases, books, etc. 

• Failing to place quotation marks around quoted material and/or attributing quotes in your essay. 
Be sure to include quotation marks, and indent long quotes (over 4 lines).

• Failing to include parenthetical citations for any borrowed ideas, including direct quotes, sum-
maries and paraphrases—in other words, don’t take credit for other people’s ideas.

As the assignments in this course are based on your responses to the works in the main text, there is 
little reason to consult outside sources. If you have any questions regarding citation, paraphrasing or 
academic integrity, please feel free to contact me.

Scholarly Integrity
As nascent scholars, you also have an obligation to carefully weigh the facts and evidence, and to pre-
sent them in an honest and ethical fashion. is means that we cannot afford to allow the fallacy that 
all opinions are inherently equal take root. We will have a number of discussions throughout the course 
of the semester, and I encourage you to explore each issue with an open and critical mind.
Classroom Behavior
I encourage you to participate in our open discussions, and to ask questions. However, some forms of 
behavior are clearly unacceptable. I ask that you behave in a courteous and respectful fashion, as is ap-
propriate in a college environment. Do not use cell phones, send text messages or disrupt the class in any 
inappropriate fashion. I will ask a student to cease any behavior that disrupts the class. If the student 
persists, I reserve the right to ask them to leave. Behavioral conduct is discussed in the Student Hand-
book on page 20. 

My policies on Academic Integrity and Behavioral Conduct are based on CCAC’s official policies. 

Essay Format 
All essays are to follow MLA formatting and citation guidelines. Papers must be typed and double-
spaced. Use a legible 10 or 12 point-size font. I have included a sample from Diana Hacker’s website at 
the end of the syllabus. 

ADA Standard Policy
e Community College of Allegheny County makes every effort to provide reasonable accommoda-
tions for students with disabilities. Questions about services and procedures for students with disabili-
ties should be directed to the Office of Supportive Services.

If necessary, I may make changes to the course outline. I will notify you of any such changes in a timely fashion. 
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Useful Links
•http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Writing/

•http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/index.html

•http://dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Lars-MLA.pdf

•http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/humanities.html

Note that the most recent version of Word contains a useful tool for generating bibliographies. e 
feature is accessible through the Document Elements feature. 
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